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THE READING TABLE 
Historical Selections. By Hutton Webster, 
New York: D. C. Heath and Company. 1929. 
Pp. 973. $2.96. 
This is a source book for students of general 
history. The volume is divided into five parts; 
I. The Near East; H. Greece and Rome; III. 
Medieval Europe; IV. Modern Europe and 
America; V. The Far East. In parts, I, II, and 
V the range of time is from the earliest periods 
of record to modern or recent periods. Many 
familiar documents are interspersed with others 
more rare. In all, 575 are presented, each pre- 
faced with a helpful note of explanation or in- 
troduction. An index of 13 pages makes the 
book more conveniently serviceable. 
The Story of Our Nation. By Eugene C. Bar- 
ker, Walter P. Webb, and William E. Dodd, 
with art work by Dorothy Handsaker, Nelson 
Handsaker, and others. Evanston, 111.: Row, 
Peterson and Company. 1929. Pp. 424. 
Following the recommendations of the Com- 
mittee of Eight on the study of history in the 
elementary schools, the authors have given us a 
most attractive book suitable for children in the 
5th grade, perhaps also the 4th. The whole field, 
from the beginnings in Europe to the present 
generation, has been covered. For beautiful 
printing and artistic illustrations and binding, it 
would be hard to find a book of any sort to excel 
this one. 
The Growth of a Nation. By Eugene C. Bark- 
er, Walter P. Webb, and William E. Dodd, 
with art work by Dorothy Handsaker. Evans- 
ton, 111.: Row, Peterson and Company. 1928. 
Pp. 723. 
This is a history of the United States suitable 
for the 7th grade or the junior high school. The 
authors have aimed at making a textbook simple 
in organization, accurate in statement, wholesome 
and well-balanced in interpretation, and beauti- 
ful in form. They have certainly succeeded in 
most, if not in all, of these aims. Many of the 
pictures and maps are in attractive colors. A 
fair measure of European background is given as 
an introduction. Parties and Presidents of recent 
years receive attention; the age of machinery 
and invention, the industrial revolution, and gov- 
ernment regulation of big business are given 
prominence. The last part of the book deals with 
world problems. 
A Journey to the Land of Eden. By William 
Byrd. New York: Macy-Masius. 1928. Pp. 
367. $2.50. 
Colonel William Byrd of Westover (1674-1744) 
was the most interesting Virginian of his time, 
and one of the most entertaining writers of all 
times. In 1728 he served on a commission that 
ran the dividing line between Virginia and North 
Carolina. The year George Washington was 
born he visited Alexander Spotswood, the Tubal 
Cain of Virginia, in the wilderness of Spotsyl- 
vania County, to study the working of iron. The 
next year he made his journey to the Land of 
Eden, bordering on the Dan River, where he had 
extensive lands. All of these journeys and en- 
terprises make fruitful subjects for a facile pen 
in the volume before us. It is a valuable source 
book in colonial history. 
Founders of Our Nation. By Reuben Post Hal- 
leck and Juliette Frantz. New York; Ameri- 
can Book Company. 1929. Pp. 320. 88 cents. 
This is a most attractive and well-written book 
of American history, beginning in Europe, suit- 
able for the 4th or Sth grade. Some of the num- 
erous pictures and maps are in color. The re- 
port of the Committee of Eight, in its outline 
for the 4th grade, has been carefully followed. 
The colonial period of our country is interestingly 
and instructively presented. 
Life Insurance in Virginia. By Charles New- 
ton Hulvey and William Hamlin Wandel. Uni- 
versity, Va.: Institute for Research in the So- 
cial Sciences. 1929. Pp. 167. 
The institution of insurance finds justification 
for its existence in its contribution to the welfare 
of the individual life and in service to the state. 
The growth and volume of life insurance in Vir- 
ginia is presented in the first chapter of the book 
before us; then is given an analysis of the busi- 
ness. Subsequent chapters deal with policy ter- 
minations, group insurance, the law of life in- 
surance in Virginia, investments, and taxation, 
with a concluding study of the benefits of life 
insurance. 
Swords and Roses. By Joseph Hergesheiraer. 
New York; Alfred A. Knopf. 1929. Pp. 327. 
$3.50. 
Hergesheimer, as usual, takes an old subject 
and makes it new with the magic of his style. 
The Civil War in the United States is an old 
subject, but it has perennial charm for those who 
love the roses that bloom around old mansions or 
thrill at the flash of swords in the hands of 
plumed knights, or delight in the daring of a girl 
spy like Bell Boyd. Beauregard is a "Military 
Figure in Bronze." Albert Sidney Johnston is a 
"Lonely Star." We watch the play of "Shadows 
on the Sea," hear the jingle of "Gold Spurs," 
and follow the weary way of Jackson's foot 
cavalry, "Swords and Roses" is a collection of 
historical studies adorned with the halo of ro- 
mance. 
Principles of Sociology. By Frederick E, Lum- 
ley. New York; McGraw-Hill Book Com- 
pany. 1928. Pp. 562, $4.00. 
This is a college text of comprehensive scope 
and stimulating style. It describes the methods 
of organized labor to protect wage earners' in- 
terests, the program of the liberal employer to 
promote efficiency, and labor legislation to enforce 
standards necessary for a good life for all the 
members of a community. Marriage and the 
family, the religious organization, the educa- 
tional organization, and social values are given 
due emphasis. The book is designed for begin- 
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ners in the study of sociology. A notable feat- 
ure of the volume is its simple and concrete 
method of presenting facts. 
History of The Americas. By Herbert Eugene 
Bolton. Boston: Ginn and Company. 1928, 
Pp. 314. 
This is a syllabus with maps and is intended 
to provide work for an instructive and interesting 
first-year college course. The time has come for 
a broader course in American history than those 
traditionally given. The part of this syllabus 
devoted to colonial America outlines a much 
more extended study of Spanish, Portuguese, 
French, Dutch, Swedish, and Danish enterprises 
than is usually undertaken. Part Two deals with 
the American nations, those to north and south 
of us as well as with our own country. Pro- 
vision is made for three types of reading: (1) 
brief textbook assignments; (2) topical reading 
—one interesting small book for each student 
each month; (3) lists of books with guiding sug- 
gestions for more extended studies. 
Kindergarten - Primary Activities Based on 
Community Life. By Lucy Weller Clouser 
and Chloe Ethel Millikan, New York; The 
Macmillan Company. 1929. Pp. 307. 
A much needed book, a concrete account of 
units worked out with primary children. Adapt- 
ed for use as a text with teachers-in-training, 
but equally good as a work hook for the primary 
class room teacher. 
K, M. A. 
New Trends in Public School Education. Pro- 
gressive Education, September—October—Nov- 
ember, 1929. Washington, D. C.: Progressive 
Education Association. $1.75 per copy. 
This number of Progressive Education _ is an 
effective answer to the deadly "Yes, but it can't 
be done in a public school." Well-written nar- 
rative accounts from widely scattered American 
cities, each possessed of sufficient _ vision to at- 
tempt creative education of its children. 
K. M. A. 
My Workbook. By Annie Henshall Sutton. Bos- 
ton ; Ginn and Company. 1929. Pp. 63, 
Educative seat work for the beginner. The 
vocabulary used is so fundamental that the exer- 
cises may be used with any primer. The illus- 
trations will make the work meaningful to the 
child, K- M. A. 
ALUMNAE NOTES 
WEDDINGS 
Miriam Buckley Sparker, class T7, was 
married to Mr. David K. Grille, on Thurs- 
day, August 29, in Washington, D. C. 
Marjorie Elizabeth Jones and Mr. Maury 
Fayette LeSuer were married on Wednes- 
day, June 26, at Arvonia Baptist Church, 
Arvonia, Va. 
Lillian Lee Jackson was married to Mr. 
D. H. Clouser, on Saturday, June 22, 1929, 
at Winchester, Virginia. Lillian's address is 
now West Reading, Penn. Lillian received 
her B. S. in '28. 
Elsie Lee Warren, class '24, and Mr. 
Harry Morgan Love were united in mar- 
riage the twenty-fourth of July at eleven 
o'clock in the morning at Kentucky Baptist 
Church, Danville, Virginia. 
Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Strupe announce the 
marriage of their daughter, Ennis Lavinia, 
to Mr. Chesler A. Rose, on Saturday, June 
IS, at Tobaccoville, N. C. Ennis graduated 
in the H. E. course, in 1919. Her address 
now will be Fairfax Apts., Greensboro, N, 
C. 
Nellie Elizabeth Maupin and Mr. James 
S. Watkins, Jr. were married in Washing- 
ton, D. C, on the eighth of last June. Their 
address is Gordonsville, Virginia. 
On September 5 Lula Weeks and Mr. 
Welden Wimer were married in the city of 
Washington. Lula graduated from the col- 
lege in 1926 and had been teaching in High- 
land County. Mr. and Mrs. Wimer are 
now living in Richmond. 
Pauline Callender, class '19 and '27, was 
married to Dr. Frank Herbert Gorham, of 
New York City. Dr. and Mrs. Gorham will 
be at home at 703 Kenmore Place, Brooklyn, 
N. Y. The wedding ceremony was solemn- 
ized at the home of the bride's mother, Mrs. 
C. T. Callender, at Pleasant Valley, on 
Thursday, August the first. 
Ruth Bean, class of '23, was married re- 
cently to Mr. John P. Arthur, of Winches- 
ter. Ruth was married by her father, Rev. 
J. Hubert Bean, in the Methodist parsonage 
at Harrisonburg. 
On August 10, Sue Maude Kelly, class 
'19, became the bride of Mr. Gordon Bailey 
Witt, The marriage was solemnized at the 
home of the bride in Culpeper, Virginia. 
Edith Jean Styne and Thomas C. Massie 
